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there was nothing for Congress to do in regard to it, and the
course of the French Government might be susceptible of satis-
factory explanation.

The Government of King Louis Philippe was at this time
hampered by a truculent and turbulent opposition. That op-
position contrived to make the treaty unpopular. "When the
President's message, of December, 1833, was received in Paris,
there was a general outcry against the execution of the treaty
under what seemed a menace. Although the subject was several
times brought before the Chambers, it was not until the month
of April, 1834, that a vote upon it was obtained, and then the
appropriation necessary to carry the treaty into effect was re-
fused.1 The ministry then dispatched a national vessel to this
country, bearing the assurances of the King that, as soon after
the election of new members as the charter would permit, the
Chambers should be called together, and that the whole influ-
ence of the Executive Government should be exerted to procure
the necessary appropriation, in season to be communicated to
our Government before the assembling of the present Congress.
The new Chambers met on the 31st of July, but the subject was
not acted upon, and they were prorogued to the 29th of De-
cember. "New assurances were given to the President by the
King's Government that, at the ensuing session, the appropria-
tion should be pressed.

This was the situation of the affair when President Jackson
made his annual message of December, 1834. He laid before
Congress the entire history of the negotiation, commented with
a good deal of severity on the conduct of all branches of the
French Government, and recommended that a law be passed
authorizing reprisals upon French property, in case provision
should not be made for the payment of this debt at the ap-
proaching session of the French Chambers. This message was
received in Paris early in January (1835). It was there, of
course, regarded as a threat. The French minister at "Wash-
ington was recalled, and, on the 13th of January, Mr. Livings-
ton, our minister at Paris, was informed that his passports were
at his disposal. At the same time, the French ministry intro-

1 The Due de Broglie, who ivas then the Minister of Foreign Affairs, immediately
resigned.
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